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�e Ministry of Trade has developed regulations for the Buy 
Malawi Strategy to compel retailers to stock a certain percentage of 
locally-produced products. �e ministry says the regulations are 
expected to be launched during the �rst quarter of this year. But 
Consumers Association of Malawi executive director John Kapito 
in an interview on Tuesday, 18 January, faulted the introduction of 
controls in a liberalised market environment. �e ministry�s 
Director of Trade Charity Musonzo said in an interview on Tuesday 
that the regulations follow the continued reluctance by some 
retailers to stock locally-produced products despite being of high 
quality. She said apart from compelling retailers to stock the 
products, the regulations will also guide them to put the products 
on prominent shelves for easy identi�cation by consumers. 
Musonzo said: �We want to enforce the Buy Malawi [but] we are not 
able to force someone to implement provisions of the strategy.� 
�Without the legal provisions, we could not do much, but once the 
regulations are in place, we will implement the provisions 
contained in the strategy.� But Kapito has faulted the move, saying 
government cannot liberalise the market and at the same time 
control what should be sold and bought.

Source: �e Nation

REGULATIONS TO ENFORCE BUY 
MALAWI STRATEGY

EAC loses USD3.4-billion to COVID-19 measures as trade declinesUganda was the only 
country in the region to record a trade increase of 4.6% in 2020, a year when the average 
economic growth for the entire East African region declined to as low as 2.3% from 5.4% 
in 2019. In general, the East African Community (EAC) member states lost USD3.36-
billion worth of trade in the year when the COVID-19 pandemic spread like bush�re, 
cutting global trade links and pushing regional and global economies into total 
lockdowns, according to the latest dra� report on EAC Trade and Investment for 2020. 
�e report shows that the total investment in the region declined by almost 46.29% in 
2020. Overall trade for the six member states – Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, 
Kenya and South Sudan – dropped by 6.08% to USD51.91-billion in the period, from 
USD55.27-billion in 2019. In the six years between 2015 and 2020, the region lost about 
USD1.54-billion (3%) of its trade to USD51.91-billion from USD53.45-billion in 2015, 
the report says. On the bright side, total exports from the region increased by 3.15% to 
USD16.25-billion from USD15.76-billion in 2019 due to increase in the value of EAC 
exports to the United Arabs Emirates and the United Kingdom.

Source: �e EastAfrican

EAC LOSES USD3.4-BILLION TO COVID-19 MEASURES 
AS TRADE DECLINES
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South Africa though among the big players of 
Afc�a is yet to design any strategic plan to its 
implementation. Ghana has to be commended 
for developing the national implementation 
framework for Afc�a which will be launched in 
February.  By the Executive Director APN Group
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� e  @ _ A f r i c a n U n i o n�s 
# A UA s s e m b l y 2 0 2 0  h a s 
d e c i d e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
@AfricaCDC by making it an 
autonomous body of the AU; 
adding heads of states to the 
governance structure; & to be 
led by a Director General. 
Safeguarding Africa�s Health�
#NewPublicHealthOrder 
#AfricaResponds

https://twitter.com/laktarr001
/status/1490343273562529800
�t=S6GweGZys1_VuPWHL7
mzkQ&s=08

�Consistent with our Ezulwini 
Consensus of 2005, we should 
collectively insist that Africa�s 
reasonable request for no less 
than two permanent seats and 
�ve non-permanent seats in 
the UN Security Council be 
a d o p t e d . �  -  P M 
@AbiyAhmedAli
#AUSummit2022 

https://t.co/pnc4awOOIahttps
://twitter.com/PMEthiopia/sta
tus/1489939093635186689�t=
X n z u J x H F b 9 q K o -
elWZXmVQ&s=08
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At long last, the battle has ended� APN's decision to come out with 
its newsletter has come to be actualized�On behalf of management, 
we at the Editorial committee of "APN Afc�anews" want to take the 
opportunity to welcome you to a brand New Year.Although, the 
year has been beset by coups in the ECOWAS region, and threats of 
terrorism, we are con�dent that in a year in which the African 
Union turns 20 years in July, there is optimism that, together with 
AfCFTA in its second year, Africa is on the right track. �is maiden 
edition of "APN Afc�anews" comes at a time when APN is 
positioning itself to serve its ever-growing membership and the 
larger public as a veritable regional integration thin-tank that 
believes that AfCFTA is truly not just about intra-African trade, 
but "dispelling the crisis of implementation" around AU 
programming and validating Agenda 2063.�e objective of the 
weekly newsletter will be to give followers and membership 
updates on AfCFTA in particular and regional integration  in 
general. We are glad how far we have come and we are happy to have 
you join us on this journey�

Happy reading�EK

EDITORIAL

AFCFTA SECRETARIAT 
SECRETARY GENERAL

H.E WAMKELE MENE 

Oramah, President and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Afreximbank  Cairo (Egypt), 9 February 2022:
http://www.publicnow.com/view/4E4F6F8BC5F9A6C981DE91
A32F15311A2295DD4C
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At long last, the battle has ended� APN's decision to come out with 
its newsletter has come to be actualized�On behalf of management, 
we at the Editorial committee of "APN Afc�anews" want to take the 
opportunity to welcome you to a brand New Year.Although, the 
year has been beset by coups in the ECOWAS region, and threats of 
terrorism, we are con�dent that in a year in which the African 
Union turns 20 years in July, there is optimism that, together with 
AfCFTA in its second year, Africa is on the right track. �is maiden 
edition of "APN Afc�anews" comes at a time when APN is 
positioning itself to serve its ever-growing membership and the 
larger public as a veritable regional integration thin-tank that 
believes that AfCFTA is truly not just about intra-African trade, 
but "dispelling the crisis of implementation" around AU 
programming and validating Agenda 2063.�e objective of the 
weekly newsletter will be to give followers and membership 
updates on AfCFTA in particular and regional integration  in 
general. We are glad how far we have come and we are happy to have 
you join us on this journey�

Happy reading�EK L�Afrique a-t-elle réellement les 
moyens de ses ambitions pour ce 
marché libre de plus d�un milliard de 
consommateurs qui serait le plus grand 
du monde � Des experts contactés par 
l'Agence Anadolu ont répondu par 
l�a�rmative tout en assurant qu�un 
certain nombre de préalables devront 
être satisfaits pour ce faire.

https://lejournaldelafrique.com/lafriq
u e - d a u j o u r d h u i / a p r e s - u n - a n -
pourquoi-le-projet-de-zlecaf-patine/
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Treize mois après le lancement de la Zone de libre-échange 
continentale africaine (Zlecaf), le marché commun le plus 
ambitieux de la planète est-il à la hauteur des attentes �

Plus de treize mois se sont écoulés depuis l�entrée en activité, pour 
les pays signataires, de la Zone de libre-échange continentale 
africaine (Zlecaf). Depuis le début des activités du programme 
économique, le 1er janvier 2021, l�impact de la Zlecaf est cependant 
à peine visible. Pourtant, la Zlecaf est, à tous les titres, le 
programme économique le plus ambitieux de l�histoire depuis la 
création de l�Organisation mondiale du commerce (OMC). Sur le 
papier en tout cas. 

https://lejournaldelafrique.com/lafrique-daujourdhui/apres-un-
an-pourquoi-le-projet-de-zlecaf-patine/

APRÈS UN AN, POURQUOI LE PROJET 
DE ZLECAF PATINE

ZLECAF: L'AFRIQUE A-T-ELLE LES MOYENS DE SES 
AMBITIONS�
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Dakar
AA/ Alioune Ndiaye
Tous les pays africains, exception faite de 
l�Erythrée, ont signé l�accord pour la zone de libre-
échange continentale africaine (Zlecaf), projet 
ayant été lancé en 2012 par l�Union africaine.

A partir d�avril 2018, les pays, Sierra Leone, Ghana 
et Kenya en premier, ont commencé à déposer 
leurs instruments de rati�cation, phase marquant 
l�adhésion �nale. A ce jour 39 y ont procédé alors 
qu�une quinzaine ayant déjà rati�é l�accord 
trainent encore le pas. Qu'à cela ne tienne, le 
commerce sous le régime de la Zlecaf est devenu 
légalisé entre les Etats parties depuis 1er janvier 
2021 même si, jusque-là, aucun échange n�a encore 
cours.

«  Nou s  avons  f r an c h i  p lu s i e u r s  é t ap e s 
importantes. Nous comptons 39 Etats parties à 
l�accord (…) Deuxièmement, nous avons atteint 
un accord d�environ 87.8% sur les règles d�origine, 
ce qui constitue un seuil de consensus très élevé. 
Une autre étape importante est que nous avons 
rendu opérationnel le protocole sur le règlement 
des di�érends », a relevé Wamkele Mene, 
secrétaire général de la Zlecaf, dans un entretien 
récent ( janvier 2022) au magazine Afrique 
Renouveau. Il a assuré que d�autres progrès 
signi�catifs étaient attendus pour 2022. Au 
nombre de ceux-ci, il a annoncé la publication, dès 
le mois de février, du « livre des tarifs de la Zlecaf ».

Le verre est-il à moitié vide ou à moitié plein après 
une année de mise en œuvre sans activité � 

D u  c ô t é  d u  N i g é r i a , 
l � o b s t a c l e ,  c e  s o n t 
principalement les syndicats 
nationaux, défavorables à 
l�accord. L�Afrique du Sud, 
elle, s�enlise sur la question 
des règles d�origine et de la 
propriété intellectuelle, 
deux cadres commerciaux 
communs essentiels selon 
l e s  n é g o c i a t e u r s  s u d -
africains. Pour Le Caire, la 
r é c e n t e  s i g n a t u r e  d e 
p l u s i e u r s  a c c o r d s 
commerciaux, notamment 
a v e c  l � U E ,  s e m b l e 
paradoxale avec une pleine 
participation de l�Egypte à la 
Zlecaf.

L a  Zle c af  est-e l le  trop 
ambitieuse pour devenir une 
réalité � Ou alors, le retard 
pris n�est-il qu�anecdotique � 
L�Union africaine, en tous 
c a s ,  e s t i m e  q u e  l e s 
problèmes liés à ce dossier 
ne sont pas prioritaires : les 
discussions concernant la 
Zlecaf ne �guraient en e�et 
pas à l�ordre du jour du 35e 
s o m m e t  d e  l � i n s t a n c e 
continentale, ce week-end.

DU CÔTÉ DU NIGÉRIA, 
L�OBSTACLE, CE SONT 
PRINCIPALEMENT LES 
SYNDICATS NATIONAUX, 
DÉFAVORABLES À 
L�ACCORD
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